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Abstract
Through a series of large-scale surveys of Nordic journalism students in 2005, 2008 and 2012 (N=4665 
respondents from 30 institutions in five countries), this paper focuses on Nordic journalism students  ́ role-
perception, and the differences and sociological roots of these perceptions. After discussing some methodological 
challenges, the major differences between the role perceptions  of Nordic journalism students are extracted using 
correspondence analysis, where is found: 1) an opposition of participatory vs. neutral ideals, and 2) an  opposition 
between investigative and recreational ideals. These oppositions are then explored in relation to  a range of 
supplementary characteristics  of the students at national, institutional  and personal level. The same analysis  is 
repeated separately for four Nordic countries, demonstrates the inadequacy of simple nation-type explanations. 

I. Introduction
In the statistically oriented research 

literature on journalists´ role perception, the focus 
has traditionally been on journalists´ adherence to 
general ideals or tasks for the profession like 
neutrality and objectivity, setting  the political 
agenda, provide entertainment and relaxation etc. 
(e.g. Johnstone, Slawski, & Bowman, 1976), often 
using  a very similar methodology and 
questioning. The motivation for such studies are 
manifold. In the case of journalists, the gap 
between officially sanctioned ideals for the 
profession and private professional beliefs are for 
example often seen as illuminating  not only of the 
high constrains of the daily work realities of 
journalists, but also the general degree of 
“professionalism” in this crucial elite for 
democratic societies. With journalism education 
becoming increasingly important for access to the 
profession in many countries - a process by some 
described as “graduatization” (Splichal & Sparks, 
1994), journalism students has also increasingly 
become the attention of similar studies.

Whereas the majority of research of this 
type of studies  - both of journalists and journalism 
students - has focused on a single nation (in 
addition to those mentioned above, see e.g. 
Bjørnsen, Hovden, & Ottosen, 2007; Delano & 
Henningham, 1995; Hovden, 2008; Johnstone et 
al., 1976; Scholl & Weischenberg, 1998; Weaver 
& Wilhoit, 1986, 1993; Weibull, 1991; 
Weischenberg, Malik, & Scholl, 2006), with some 

early exceptions (in particular, (Splichal & Sparks, 
1994) and, later, (Weaver & Wu, 1998), the 
increasing  internationalization of journalism 
research have lead to a later proliferation of 
national-comparative studies of both journalists   
(see e.g. Hanitzsch & Berganza, 2012) and 
journalism students (e.g. Hovden, Bjørnsen, 
Ottosen et al., 2009; Mellado, Hanusch, 
Humanes et al., 2012; Sanders, Hanna, Berganza 
et al., 2008). 

These later studies have no doubt provided 
us with important insights into the variability of 
journalists´ role conceptions, and sensitised us to 
the importance of national contexts. Some 
common methodological problems, however, 
remains, even when ignoring  the loss of nuances 
by measuring  attitudes through simple survey 
question: the trans-national equivalence of survey 
questions, the problems of sampling, and the 
prevailing “whole-nation bias”. 

After giving  some more detail to these 
concerns, a study of Nordic journalism students´s 
role conceptions is offered. After presenting  the 
data, the differences between the students´ role 
perceptions are extracted using  correspondence 
analysis, which is then explored in regard to their 
supplementary characteristics at national, 
institutional and personal level. For the question 
of the “national” character of these differences, 
the same analysis is repeated separately for four 
Nordic countries, suggesting  the importance of 
common, non-national determinants behind 
these role perceptions.
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 Transnational research, 
methodological troubles

Three common problems with survey-based  
transnational research on journalistic role-
conceptions has been noted.

The first is the equivalence of survey 
questions. Comparing  nations means comparing 
translated questions which might be lexically but 
not semantically similar, given that connotations 
varies culturally (both in terms of a a national, 
common culture and a specific journalistic 
culture). E.g. how can "neutral" have the same 
connotations for a journalist in USA as "neutre" 
for a French journalist, given the later´s belonging 
to a country with a strong  tradition for expressive 
journalism and with a very different experience of 
WWII? Such problems - which improves greatly 
the more diverse the countries and societies 
involved are - appears grossly under-estimated in 
current comparative journalism research. 

The second problem regards sampling: 
Who counts as a journalist or a journalism student 
not is not clear-cut in any country, as journalism 
is a practice marked by a distinct lack of borders, 
both in the requirements of formal skills, 
institutional membership and education. This 
problem is usually managed in two ways. The first, 
in regard to journalists, is by focusing  on random 
samples of national professional organisations. But 
not only do such organisations have a widely 
varying  success, but more important the question 
of who “is” a journalist or not - is a fundamental 
struggle of the journalistic field (Hovden, 2008). 
Who might be regarded as a journalist thus varies 
both historically and nationally, determined by the 
dominating groups in the field (e.g. PR workers)1. 
A second sampling strategy is strategic sampling, 
selecting "similar" institutions - types of news 
organisations in case of journalists . This, 
however, involves judgements which are not less 
problematic: is BBC the "same" institution as RAI 
or PBS? A similar problem Studying journalism 
students gives comparable problems: First, it is 
often difficult to determine the borders between 
“journalism studies” and other, similar 
programmes (e.g. documentary film studies, 

media studies, information/PR studies) which often 
lead to jobs of a journalistic nature. Second, as 
often just one or a few schools are sampled in 
each country,  the variety of the institutions in 
terms of age, the number of students, 
specialisation, regional placement and 
educational profiles makes it hard to evaluate 
their comparability (e.g. do the journalism 
education at Columbia university equal Moscow 
State University´s MSU?).

Third, while the trans-national studies of 
journalists and -students have improved somewhat 
the Western- and large-nation bias in journalist 
research, there are still a major tendency to 
gravitate towards national-level comparisons, an 
imbalance that Stein Rokkan in political science 
more than forty years ago termed whole-nation 
bias: "… most comparisons have been limited to 
institutional or aggregate statistical data for each 
nation as a unit and have tended to neglect highly 
significant variations .." (Rokkan, 1970). If not in 
words, then by their research design, journalism 
researchers are often forwarding  two arguments: 
First, that journalism is, inside a country, basically 
a shared culture, and second, that the important 
explanations for these differences are to be found 
on national level. These are both problematic,  as 
national-level studies have uncovered clear intra-
national variations in ideals, in regard to types of 
journalistic work, centre-periphery, gender, social 
background e.t.c. both among  journalists (see e.g. 
Hovden, 2012) and journalism schools (Bjørnsen, 
Hovden, Ottosen et al., 2007)  for a discussion of 
the Nordic countries). Also, one must not forget 
that when comparing countries, we are not only 
comparing  different journalistic systems, but also 
different societies. For such reasons, political 
scientists often choose to focus on regions within 
a country than between different countries, as it 
becomes difficult to separate the causes in the 
multitude of differences which usually separate 
two countries (c.f. Lijphart, 1971). While these 
problems can to some degree be lessened through 
the use of multivariate analysis, one can never ask 
every question or control for every variable, and 
this suggests that there are some comparative 
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1 Such random samples are often also accompanied by problematic additional filtering. E.g. in the case of  Weaver and Wilhoit (1986), all freelancers, most people working in 
magazines, all working in the specialist press, all photographers and camera operators and everyone working in the non-English press were excluded. For a more detailed 
discussion see (Hovden, 2008) chapter 2. 



advantages also to be found in studying  similar 
regions when studying  journalistic ideals - which 
will be the design of this study.

II. The research design and data

By comparing journalism students in the 
Nordic countries, we are comparing  quite similar 
societies and journalistic systems, as suggested by 
Hallin & Mancini (2004)  who place them in a 
distinct, close cluster inside the Democratic 
Corporatist model. Thus while doing  a between-
systems approach, these similarities also 
introduces elements of a within-system  analysis 
(c.f. Welsh, 1974). In addition to shedding more 
light on the variance within similar journalistic 
systems, this design also makes it easier to provide 
more complex explanations of the causes of 
journalistic ideals. Furthermore the additional 
closeness of the three Scandinavian languages 
alleviates some of the problems of equivalence, if 
far from eliminating  it. For the problem of 
sampling  of journalism students, rather than 
making  a strategic sample of educations, we have 
aimed for a more complete2  sample of the 
institutions who provides vocational journalism 
training. Finally, to improve statistical stability and 
avoid short-term trends, the analysis will be done 
on data spanning 2005-20123. 

The data
The data used in this paper are based on 

three web questionnaires administered to a 
selection of Nordic schools of journalism in 2005, 
2008 and 2012. In total, 4674 students from 30 
institutions responded to the surveys, a response 

rate of 51%4. In 2005 and 2008, 19 and 18 
schools in Norway, Denmark, Sweden and 
Finland was surveyed. In 2012 the number of 
participating  schools was raised to 25, including 
two schools from Iceland. All first-year students 
were surveyed in 2005, in 2008 and 2012 every 
student were surveyed. The participating 
institutions, population, sample and overall 
response rates are given in table 1 below. 

The questionnaires5 were translated to each 
of the five major Nordic languages, and contained 
over sixty questions covering  a wide array of 
subjects including  social recruitment, motivation 
for studying  journalism, preferences regarding 
future journalistic working life, views on the role 
of journalism in society, attitudes toward the 
profession, journalistic ideals, media use and 
ideas about what traits are most important for 
journalists.
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2 Whereas we have been able in each country to sample the largest and oldest vocational schools of  journalism training at an university level, there is some variation in the 
inclusion of  the smallest schools of  this kind (e.g. the list is most complete in Norway, Danmark, and Iceland). There is also some changes in the selection of  schools between the 
time of  the surveys (e.g. two schools of  journalism was discontinued between 2005 and 2008). 

3 For an analysis of  the changes in this period, see (Hovden & Ottosen, 2013).

4 Note that even if  the total response rate for each year is relatively stable (varying from 45 to 53%), it varies much between institutions and the year of  their sampling. E.g. of  
the 25 institutions surveyed in 2012, eleven had a response rate between 50 and 85%, seven between 50 and 40%, three between 40 and 30%, and four below 30%. Our 
general procedure was to get complete lists of  email-addresses from the institutions, which was then used for a direct email with an invitation letter and the link to the survey. 
Students which did not answer was then reminded with new emails up to six times over the following two months. The lowest response rates appear among the schools which 
refused us access to the student´s email addresses, and instead distributed the link themselves). This combination of  general invitations and the lack of  selective reminders is 
commonly associated with low response rates (Dillman, 2000). The second major negative factor was the unreliability of  many of  the lists of  email-addresses given us: First, in 
many cases the lists contained names of  people who were not in fact active students (either because they had quit, or in case of  the first-year students, because they had accepted 
the invitation to become a student, but had later changed their minds later). Second, and a even bigger problem, is that with the proliferation of  learning management systems 
(LMS), students and schools are now much less dependable on email-contact, and probably for this reason less concerned with updating the email-lists. For a more detailed 
summary of  the response rates, see http://hovdabrekka.wordpress.com/the-surveys/. 

5 The questionnaires, including an English translation of  the 2012-version can be downloaded from the projects web site at http://hovdabrekka.wordpress.com. 

http://hovdabrekka.wordpress.com/the-surveys/
http://hovdabrekka.wordpress.com/the-surveys/
http://hovdabrekka.wordpress.com/the-surveys/
http://hovdabrekka.wordpress.com/the-surveys/


Table 1. The Nordic journalism student surveys 2005, 
2008 and 2012. 

FinlandFinlandFinland SwedenSwedenSweden NorwayNorwayNorway DenmarkDenmarkDenmark Iceland

Institutions 
included in 
the sample

Year

Sample size 
(N)

Female (%)

Master 
student (%)

Mean age 
(years)

TOTAL SAMPLE (28 institutions, N=4615)TOTAL SAMPLE (28 institutions, N=4615)TOTAL SAMPLE (28 institutions, N=4615)TOTAL SAMPLE (28 institutions, N=4615)TOTAL SAMPLE (28 institutions, N=4615)TOTAL SAMPLE (28 institutions, N=4615)TOTAL SAMPLE (28 institutions, N=4615)TOTAL SAMPLE (28 institutions, N=4615)TOTAL SAMPLE (28 institutions, N=4615)TOTAL SAMPLE (28 institutions, N=4615)TOTAL SAMPLE (28 institutions, N=4615)TOTAL SAMPLE (28 institutions, N=4615)TOTAL SAMPLE (28 institutions, N=4615)

Uni. Helsinki
Uni. Jyväskylä

Uni. Tammerfors
Uni. Turku*†

Haaga-Helia*†

Uni. Helsinki
Uni. Jyväskylä

Uni. Tammerfors
Uni. Turku*†

Haaga-Helia*†

Uni. Helsinki
Uni. Jyväskylä

Uni. Tammerfors
Uni. Turku*†

Haaga-Helia*†

U Gotnenburg
U Stockholm*
U Sodertörn☩
U Kalmar*☩
U Umeaa*† 
U Lund*†

U Uppsala*†
Mid. Sweden U

U Gotnenburg
U Stockholm*
U Sodertörn☩
U Kalmar*☩
U Umeaa*† 
U Lund*†

U Uppsala*†
Mid. Sweden U

U Gotnenburg
U Stockholm*
U Sodertörn☩
U Kalmar*☩
U Umeaa*† 
U Lund*†

U Uppsala*†
Mid. Sweden U

HVO, HiOA, UiS, 
UiB, UiN, 

Gimlekollen, 
BI☩, NKF†, 
Bjorknes ☩, 
Samisk hs.†

HVO, HiOA, UiS, 
UiB, UiN, 

Gimlekollen, 
BI☩, NKF†, 
Bjorknes ☩, 
Samisk hs.†

HVO, HiOA, UiS, 
UiB, UiN, 

Gimlekollen, 
BI☩, NKF†, 
Bjorknes ☩, 
Samisk hs.†

DSMJ, U. 
Roskilde, 

Syddansk U.

DSMJ, U. 
Roskilde, 

Syddansk U.

DSMJ, U. 
Roskilde, 

Syddansk U.

Uni. 
Akureyri*

†
Uni. 

Reykjavik
*†

2005 2008 2012 2005 2008 2012 2005 2008 2012 2005 2008 2012 2012

63 245 189 74 573 297 287 511 537 179 854 747 60

56 71 81 64 65 62 57 60 64 58 52 52 67

0 33 20 0 9 2 0 1 2 0 14 26 45

23,4 24,9 25,8 22,6 24,1 24,6 23,3 22,8 23,2 26,2 25,3 25,4 30,0

*=Not surveyed in 2005. †=Not surveyed in 2008 ☩=Not surveyed in 2012.

 In the first part of the following  analysis, the 
major differences between the ideals of Nordic 
students are extracted using correspondence 
analysis, and then studied in relation to a range of 
supplementary characteristics of the students at 
national, institutional and personal level. The same 
analysis will then be repeated separately for four 
Nordic countries, thus studying  to what degree the 
overall Nordic differences found before also are 
relevant to understand intra-national differences, 
and in this way suggesting  some common 
determinants underlying  the adherence to the 
ideals, and this will also be supplied by a simple 
regression analysis before the final discussion.

III. Journalistic ideals, Nordic 
spaces

The first question to be studied is: what are 
the main differences in journalistic ideals among 
the Nordic journalism students?  

Note that as a methodological rule, I will 
here treat the nation as only one variable on par 
with other attributes of the individuals (avoiding 
what Hopkins and Wallerstein (cited in Lijphart, 
1971) term the “one nation-one case” approach): 
The aim is here not first and foremost the 
comparison of countries, but of understanding  the 

underlying conflicts between various ideals and 
how these are connected to other types of 
differences.

The Nordic space of  journalistic ideals
The problem with conceptual equivalence 

of survey questions in trans-national comparisons 
was noted earlier. This is one of several good 
arguments for analysing  such vague indicators 
using  a reductive statistical technique (which can 
summarise the information on many variables). 
For this purpose, I will use multiple 
correspondence analysis (MCA). MCA is a specific 
form of Geometric data analysis (GDA), closely 
related to principal component analysis (PCA), 
and aims to optimally represent a large set of 
categorical variables (modalities)  and individuals 
as two superimposed clouds of points in a low-
dimensional space. The distances are computed 
on the basis of the chi2-differences between 
attributes of the total set of modalities which form 
the basis of the statistical construction (Brigitte Le 
Roux & Rouanet, 2010). While this procedure 
obviously means the loss of some nuances, 
reductive techniques are particularly apt for the 
realities of cross-national survey research, as it is 
better able to bring  out the structural information 
while ignoring the noise.

In the questionnaires, the Nordic 
journalism students were asked: “Here are some 
assertions regarding  the professional role of the 
journalist. What is your opinion of these? A 
journalist ought to regard himself as ...”. The 
students then rated different assertions from “very 
much agree” to “very much disagree”, of which  
16 were selected for analysis (table 3). They were 
then recoded into dummy variables (agree very 
much vs. other)6.

The main oppositions
A MCA of the dataset (figure 1) suggest four 

underlying dimensions which oppose the Nordic 
journalism students in this period in their answers 
to the professional ideals: The first axis (not shown) 
simply divides the students according  to their 
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6 The reason for this coding is the students´ tendency to agree to most ideals presented, so that the important distinction (statistically and analytically) is not be between 
supporters and opposers, but between those who say that they wholeheartedly agree and those who do not. For typical critical/investigative ideals, often more than 80-90% 
agree (wholeheartedly or somewhat), and even more controversial ideals like “being neutral” and “educate consumers” are an ideal to which 60-70% agree to in some form. 



propensity to cross of many versus fewer ideals as 
“very important”. Whereas this is statistically the 
most important dimension (as it explains most of 
the variance in the table), it does not appear have 

much analytical importance and will be ignored 
in the following  analysis, as it is not clearly 
related to any observable characteristic in the 
data7.

 Figure 1. The space of journalistic ideals (MCA), axis 2-3. Nordic students 2005, 2008 and 2012. N=3794.

Notes: Active categories in bold serif. Schools´ position and indicator for country / gender is based on 2012-data. Position of country and their overall confidence ellipses are 
based on the sub-sample of nine schools: Tampere and Jyväskylä (F), Gothenburg and Sweden Mid University (S), Oslo and Volda (N), DMJ and Roskilde (D) and Akureyri (I). 
Eigenvalues and explained inertia axis 1-4: .2187 (22%), .0991 (10%), .0738 (7%), .0655 (6%). Stata 12.0, normalisation=principal, method=indicator matrix.

CRITISIZE INJUSTICE

STIMULATE THE PUBLIC

BE A NEUTRAL REPORTER

MIRROR SOCIETY

INVESTIGATE  THE POWERFUL

SIMPLIFY COMPLEX ISSUES

BE FREE FROM ALL INTERESTS

PROVIDE RECREATION

GIVE OBJECTIVE  FACTS

INFLUENCE PUBLIC OPINION

TELL TRUTH REGARDLESS  
OF THE CONSEQUENCES

FORWARD OPINIONS
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INTERCULTURAL  UNDERSTANDING

EDUCATE CONSUMERS

FACILIATE PUBLIC DEBATE

DEFEND INDIVIDUALS 
SUFFERING FROM INJUSTICE

dim
 3 

( 7
.7%

)
-.5 .5

dim 2 (10.1%)

-.5

INVESTIGATION
 NEWSPAPER / NEWS AGENCY

“

NEUTRALISM/OBJECTIVISM
LOCAL MEDIA
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Meritocratic ideology

RECREATION
PR / MAGAZINE /BROADCASTING

INTERVENTIONISM
NATIONAL MEDIA

Inherited capital+
Charismatic ideology

PR

Local radio/TV

Ļ
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National newspaper
Regional newspaper

News agency

Health/personal

Sports

Entertainment

Culture

Accidents/distasters

Crime

Consumer affairs

Int.conflicts

TV production

Magazine

“A sense of justice”

“Knowing what sells”

“Compassion”

“Efficiency”“Creativity”

“Cheekiness”

“Charm”

“Understand society”

Society/politics

Economy

Father master deg ree

Father bach./no high. edu

Jyväskylä(F)
Umeaa(S)

Tampere(F)

Roskilde(D)

Stockholm(S)

Oslo(N)

Bergen(N) Bodø(N)

Göteborg (S)

Helsinki(F)

Stavanger(N)Volda(N)

Odense(D)
DJH(D)

NKF(N)

Parent journalist

Gimlekollen(N)

Akureuri(I)

Reykjavik(I)

MidSwedenU(S)

Turku(F)

Prev. paid journ exp.

NORWAY-08

SWEDEN-08

FINLAND-12

DENMARK-08

DENMARK-12

FINLAND-08

NORWAY-12

Swe(male)

Fin(Male)

Swe(Female)

Fin(Female)

Nor(Female)
Nor(Male)

Dan(Female)

Dan(Male)

Ice(Female)

Ice(Male)

>24yrs

<23yrs

SWEDEN-12

ICELAND-12

Ice
lan
d

Fin
lan
d

No
rw
ay

Sw
ed
en

De
nm
ark

The second axis (the horizontal in figure 1) 
opposes the students in a manner close to 
Johnstone, Slawski and Bowman´s (1976) well-
known separation between an “participatory role” 
and “neutral role”: students on the left side more 
often mentions as very important ideals of 
criticising  injustice, scrutinise the powerful, 
stimulate the public to new ideas, influence 
public opinion, defend individuals against 
injustice and contribute to inter-cultural 
understanding  , whereas the students on the right 
side more often say as important being  a neutral 
reporter of events, give objective information, 

mirror common opinions and being  free from all 
interests, in other words a adherence to a role of 
spectators vs. a role of participant. I will term this 
the intervention-neutralism axis. The third axis 
(vertical) is first and foremost linked to the 
question if providing  recreation is a very important 
journalistic ideal, where those who agree with this 
also tend to agree to mirroring  society and bring 
forward various opinions as important, which is 
opposed to classic investigative ideals (criticising 
injustice, defend the individual and scrutinise the 
powerful). Even if this axis also has elements of 
separating   ideals of the press related to a well-
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7 I will suggest this is bacause of  two reasons: first, that this in part reflects a personal response-style (that some people tend to agree strongly to any Likert-type question), and 
second, that the axis do not really reflect a clear opposition, as the opposites of  this axis - to rank every ideal or no ideal as very important - in essence amounts to the same 
thing, i.e. in a lack of  prioritising of  the ideals. Note that this is quite normal result when analysing this kind of  data with MCA (c.f. Brigitte  Le Roux & Rouanet, 2004, p. 219).



functioning  public sphere versus more private 
ideals, I will term this the investigative-recreation 
axis8.

Interpretation of  supplementary variables
When looking  at how a students´s position 

in this space of ideals is typically related to other 
characteristics (the supplementary points), one 
should first note some national differences (in the 
purely descriptive sense): Finnish and Icelandic 
students tend more often than other students to 
say that being  objective and neutral are very 
important ideals, whereas the Norwegian 
students are more likely to not agree to this. The 
Danish students, in contrast, are overall less likely 
to agree to ideals related to participatory, neutral 
and investigative ideals, and are thus placed 
closer to the pole of recreation, whereas the 
Swedes in 2008 occupied somewhat of a middle 
position in this space, but in 2012 appear to be 
more oriented towards “investigative” ideals. 

In regard to gender, year of study and 
country, the overall differences are not major - if 
considered on a variable-by-variable basis. A 
multivariate interpretation, however, their 
importance become more pronounced - and 
complex. For example, even if there is overall no 
significant overall differences between the sexes at 
the Nordic level in this map, and males and 
females within each country overall tend to have 
quite similar answers, their differences varies a lot 
in regard to specific questions. E.g. regarding  the 
question of neutrality as an important ideal, 
females in Iceland and Norway more often agree 
to this ideal than males do, but it is the other way 
round in in Finland and Denmark (and no such 
differences in Sweden), illustrating that there is no 
simple bivariate relation between gender or 
country and journalistic ideals.

Another notable feature is that differences 
between the schools are larger than differences 
between countries: students at older universities, 
which are usually more academic in scope with 
more focus on theory and less on practical skills, 
tend to place themselves further from the right/
neutral (and often also the lower/recreational) 
pole of this space, compared to other, more 

vocational schools in the same country (e.g. 
students from Helsinki (F) have more in common 
than students from Oslo (N), Roskilde (D)  and 
Stockholm (S) than with students of Jyväskylä (F) 
or Tampere (F), fig. 2a). As these differences are 
also very notable even in first-year students 
surveyed in their first weeks of study (figure 2b), 
the differences cannot simply be explained as an 
outcome of pedagogical practices or informal 
socialisation at these sites, but must also be 
sought in the characteristics of the students who 
are attracted to and able to enter these studies.

The students who adhere most clearly to the 
investigative type of ideals not only display 
stronger links to the profession - they more often 
have parents who are journalists, have done paid 
journalistic work before starting  their studies, and 
are also more likely to say that they want to 
become a journalist (only 28% of the Nordic 
students in 2012 was "completely sure" of this). 
They also appear with the clearest affiliations to 
the traditional ideal-type of a journalist: more 
often than others, they prefer to work in 
newspapers with traditional "hard news": politics, 
society, crime, international conflicts e.t.c., and 
see knowledge of society and a sense of justice as 
key characteristics of a good journalist. They are 
contrasted to students with a preference for 
broadcasting and regular magazines, and even 
more clearly, with students who prefer to hold 
jobs in PR or TV/film production. While in no 
sense dif fering dramatically from the 
"traditionalists" (e.g. whereas 70% of those who 
wanted to work in a national newspaper in 2012 
said that "investigating  the powerful" was a very 
important part of a journalist´s role, 61% of those 
who preferred magazines and 55% of those 
national broadcasting  said the same), they are 
marked by a relatively stronger interest in lifestyle-
type content, culture and entertainment (including 
sports).
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8 The fourth axis, in contrast, opposes male and female students, in particular in regard to the ideal of  "telling the truth regardless of  consequences". As the last axis is not 
statistically significant, however, the ensuing analysis will be restricted to axis 2 and 3.



Figure 2a. The space of journalistic ideals (MCA), axis 
2-3. The position of Nordic first-year students from 14 
schools in 2005, 2008 and 2012 (supplementary points, 
space of ideals). 

Figure 2b. The space of journalistic ideals (MCA), axis 
2-3. The position of Nordic first- and second / third-year 
students from ten schools in 2012 (supplementary 
points).

 The interventionism-neutralism axis appear 
to follow another logic. First, a leaning  toward 
neutralism and objectivity is more common in 
students who want to work in local press or local 
broadcasting, and is also negatively linked to 
having a father with a master degree, e.g. an 
indicator of having a dominated habitus 
(Bourdieu, 1984). Not surprisingly, given this 
social dimension, those leading  towards a 
participatory role for journalism also are more 
likely to see "charisma" as a more important trait 
for a journalist than "efficiency". 
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IV. The homology of  national 
spaces

Given these conflicting ideals, the question 
remains of the generality of these patterns: are 
they only valid at a Nordic level? By repeating  the 
MCA with the same variables, but this time 
separate for each country, we can see that the 
previous oppositions are generally repeated inside 
each country (figure 3). The second axis in all 
countries involves some kind of opposition 
between the ideals of neutrality and objectivity vs. 
more participatory / intervening ideals, if with 
some differing  weights to the ideals involved (e.g.. 
in Norway the later appear to more involve ideals 
related to ideals of investigative and critical 
journalism, and less related to the perhaps more 
intellectual ideal of influencing  the opinion). The 
third axis similarly always opposes ideals of 
recreation (and also usually, the ideal of consumer 
guidance)  to some ideals of investigative / critical 
journalism  (the public scrutiny of the powerful, a 
journalism without regard for the consequences, 
the fight against injustice).

The supplementary variables suggest a 
similar underlying  logic at work, but also offers 
some nuances. A tendency for neutralism (figure 
4a-b) is in most countries usually most common 
among  first-year students, in those with a 
preference for local media or national 
broadcasting, who are more interested in working 
with culture news than in society / politics news, 
and those with father with lower educational 
credentials.

A preference for investigative ideals, on the 
other hand, is more common among  males in 
every country (and with the exception of Norway, 
more common in 2012 than in 2008), it is more 
common among older, 2nd/3d year students with 
some previous paid experience from journalism, 
among  those who mark themselves more 
interested in social/political news than culture, 
would prefer to work in a newspaper (figure 5).

This analysis introduces some nuances to 
my earlier analysis: while the investigative axis are 
clearly related to job  preferences in journalism, 
there is also a gender logic at work. In particular, 
the investigative-recreational axis tend to oppose 
male and female students inside each country.
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Figure 3. The space of journalistic ideals, axis 2-3. MCA separate for four countries. 2005, 2008 and 2012. 

-

critisizeinj

-

stimulatepub

-

neutralrepor-

mirrorsociet

-
investgpower-simplifyexpl

-

freeallinter
-

recreation

-

objectiveinf
-

LQÁXHQFHRSL

-
telltruthreg

-

forwardopini

-

intercultund

-
educonsumers

-

faciliatepub

-

defendindivi

-1
,5

-1
-,5

0
,5

di
m

en
si

on
 3

 ( 
8,

4%
)

-1 -,5 0 ,5 1
dimension 2 (10,7%)

FINLAND

-

critisizeinj
-

stimulatepub-

neutralrepor-

mirrorsociet

-

investgpower

-

simplifyexpl

-

freeallinter

-

recreation

-

objectiveinf-

LQÁXHQFHRSL

-

telltruthreg

-

forwardopini

-

intercultund
-

educonsumers
-

faciliatepub

-

defendindivi

-2
-1

,5
-1

-,5
0

,5
di

m
en

si
on

 3
 ( 

7,
6%

)
-1 -,5 0 ,5 1

dimension 2 (10,4%)

SWEDEN

-

critisizeinj -

stimulatepub

-

neutralrepor

-

mirrorsociet

-

investgpower

-

simplifyexpl-

freeallinter

-

recreation

-

objectiveinf-

LQÁXHQFHRSL

-

telltruthreg

-

forwardopini

-
intercultund -

educonsumers

-

faciliatepub

-

defendindivi

-1
,5

-1
-,5

0
,5

di
m

en
si

on
 3

 ( 
7,

8%
)

-,5 0 ,5 1 1,5
dimension 2 (10,0%)

NORWAY

-

critisizeinj

-stimulatepub
-

neutralrepor

-

mirrorsociet

-

investgpower

-

simplifyexpl

-

freeallinter-

recreation

- objectiveinf
-

LQÁXHQFHRSL -

telltruthreg

-

forwardopini

-

intercultund

-

educonsumers

-
faciliatepub

-

defendindivi

-1
,5

-1
-,5

0
,5

1
di

m
en

si
on

 3
 ( 

7,
7%

)

-1 -,5 0 ,5 1 1,5
dimension 2 (10,6%)

DENMARK

Future of Journalism, Cardiff 12-13. September  2013

- 8 -



Figure 4a. "Interventionism-neutralism axis" (axis 2): Coordinates of various supplementary characteristics of 
respondents, Country-specific MCA.

Figure 4b. "Investigation-recreation axis" (axis 3): Coordinates of various supplementary characteristics of 
respondents, Country-specific MCA.
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Furthermore, it is clear that differences in 
the students habitus (Bourdieu, 1984) is not 
restricted to this aspect, as a preference for 
intervention (vs. neutralism)  is usually related to 
students with having  relatively higher class 
backgrounds. The robustness of these findings are 
shown not only by the way they are repeated in 
each country, but also by that very similar links 
between habitus and journalistic preferences have 
been found in earlier analyses of Norwegian 
journalism students and journalists (Hovden, 
2008, 2010). Thus, very probably, the taste for 
intervention (vs. non-intervention) in journalism 
reflect differences in a certain type of confidence 
which is at least some part social in origin.

V Concluding remarks
The finding of persistent, marked 

oppositions in ideals between, on the one hand, 
the Scandinavian countries (Sweden, Norway and 
Denmark)  and, on the other hand, Finland 
(perhaps also Iceland), where the later display a 
stronger adherence to neutrality and objectivity 
suggests at least two important clusters of 
countries in the Democratic Corporatist model. 
As have been made clear, the differences in ideals 
are only partly “national” in character, as they are 
simultaneously related to many other differences, 
at both institutional and a individual level.
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